Acts…you shall be Witnesses
Pt. 1 What’s Up?
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THE INFANT CHURCH
Acts 1

ILLUSTRATION:
Since 1995 when Toy Story was released, Pixar has created 11 feature films, all of which
have become a huge international success. From its beginnings as a production company, Pixar
has focused on the crucial value of teamwork and collaboration. Originally, the company planned
to build three separate buildings with separate office spaces for the animators, computer
programmers, and management. But Steve Jobs scrapped that plan and instead moved everyone
into an old Del Monte canning factory that had one huge room with an atrium in the center. Jobs
wanted to create a space where people throughout the company could bump into each other,
deepen relationships, and share ideas.
But Jobs took it one step further: he moved everything—including mailboxes, meeting rooms, a
coffee bar, and even the bathrooms—into the center of the atrium so people would be forced to
interact. Initially, some of the employees complained that it was a waste of time to walk to the
atrium every time they had to go to the bathroom or grab a cup of coffee. But Jobs kept telling
Pixar employees, "Everybody has to run into each other." A Pixar producer called it
"smooshing," and he added, "If I don't see lots of smooshing, I get worried."
Brad Bird, the director of The Incredibles and Ratatouille, eventually caught the vision for
teamwork. Bird said, "The atrium initially might seem like a waste of space … But Steve [Jobs]
realized that when people run into each other, when they make eye contact, things happen. So he
made it impossible for you not to run into the rest of the company." It's no surprise, then, that the
Latin motto for Pixar says it all: Alienus Non Diutius, or "alone no longer."
1. THEY WERE IN FELLOWSHIP WITH THE RISEN LORD
To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of
them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: And, being
assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem,
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. – Acts 1:3-4
2. THEY RECEIVED THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence. – Acts 1:5
He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him,
We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. – Acts 19:2

3. THEY WERE OBEDIENT TO HIS WORD
Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a
sabbath day's journey. And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where
abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. –
Acts 1:12-13
4. THEY WERE UNITED IN SPIRIT
These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. – Acts 1:14
Supplication…
the action of asking or begging for something earnestly or humbly.

5. THEY HONORED THE SCRIPTURES
And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names
together were about an hundred and twenty,) Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have
been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas,
which was guide to them that took Jesus.
For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. Now this man purchased
a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all
his bowels gushed out. And it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that
field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood. For it is
written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and
his bishoprick let another take. – Acts 1:15-20
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness. –2 Timothy 3:16
6. THEY WENT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER
Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in
and out among us, Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up
from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. And they appointed
two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed, and
said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast
chosen. – Acts 1:21-24

